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At Street Poets
WE OWN OUR OWN STORIES
If we don’t tell our own story, someone else 
(a judge, a teacher, a police or probation officer,
our peers, our parents) may tell it for us, and get it wrong.

WE EXERCISE OUR VOICES
We develop ourselves as writers and human beings – on the page and on the mic. 
Our stories, when shared, connect us to one other and serve to build community.

WE CREATE BRAVE SPACES
We know that real change comes with challenge. 
We summon the courage to face our fears,
not to hide from them – and to support each other in that process.

WE CELEBRATE EACH OTHER’S GIFTS
We practice Gift-centered mentoring 
that focuses on the unique personal medicine expressing
itself through each youth we serve.

WE DREAM BIG
We harness the power of metaphor 
to inspire each other to imagine a reality beyond the one
into which we were born.



Street Poet David Sanchez was idling at a red light near his home in 
South Los Angeles. 

“Where you from?!” The hormonal squeak of his assailant’s voice startled David 
almost as much the pressure of the gun barrel behind his ear. 

“I’m from nowhere,” David replied evenly, “I don’t bang.”

As David turned slowly toward the open driver’s side 
window, he felt as if he was looking into a mirror, through 
some kind of time machine. “I saw myself at age 13 
without a hair on my chin,” David remembered. “The .45 
the kid was pointing at me looked bigger than 
his whole arm. I couldn’t believe he was holding it up 
with just one hand. But I could tell from the look in his eyes 
that he was serious.”

With his heart beating like a jackhammer in his chest, David 
racked his brain for the best possible way to respond. Ten 

workshop while serving time as a youth in an L.A. County 

he felt especially good to be doing something productive and meaningful with his life, 
something that he loved. 

He watched this unexpected piece of information penetrate and settle behind his 
assailant’s narrowed bloodshot eyes. It was true – David had gone to elementary 
school with one of the more feared members of the gang the kid was claiming. In fact, 

“Dispensa,” the kid apologized. “I didn’t mean to do that.”

And just as quickly as he’d appeared, the little homie jumped back into a waiting car 
and drove off. David pulled over to the side of the road to catch his breath.
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“I really wanted to help that kid,” he told me over the phone a few minutes 
later. “He has no idea how close he just came to ruining his whole life.”

Ten years earlier, David’s likely first response, like that of most gangbangers in the 
wake of a similar encounter, would have been anger and revenge, but now all he 
felt was compassion and an overwhelming desire to help. “This is why I want 
to teach poetry and plant gardens in the schools around here,” David 
explained to me. “These kids need something to believe in beyond their block. 

to awaken and 
nurture the leaders, healers and dreamers within our city’s most 
troubled and vulnerable youth. While gang violence has fallen precipitously 

first began in 1995), David’s recent encounter reminds us that our challenges are 
far from over. 
months. This spike comes at a culturally and politically volatile time, a time when 

bring people together around common passions (the healing power of the creative 
process), are being called on to do more, here in Los Angeles, and increasingly, in 
other parts of this nation and the world.

It is our goal over the next 20 years to meet those challenges, to manifest the kind 
of cultural change that will bear fruit for current and future generations, 
to sow seeds of transformation in the youth of our city, so that they, like 

into being for us all.

Chris Henrikson 



STREET POETS
PROGRAMS

 for close to  
10,000 youth

outreach and open-mic performance venue). Unlike many more traditional arts education 
organizations, however, our programming does not end in the classroom, it begins there. 

For our youth and young adult alumni, Street Poets’ writing workshops become 
doorways into long-term mentoring relationships, community open-mic events, spoken-word  
and hip-hop-infused digital recording projects and life-changing rites of passage retreats. 
Everything we do is designed to awaken our next generation of leaders into 
purposeful adulthood.

I never realized how much I actually had to say 

breathing for me. I’d be dead without it.

--Joseph, 17

What has been most meaningful to me about 
the workshops is that you can tell your story and 
not be judged. I am impacted very deeply as 

it helped me to speak up more when I want to 
be heard, and I am now more in touch with my 
feelings.

The best way to describe what occurs during 

lives become visible and acknowledged in school, 
an institution that by its very design makes our 
lived experiences invisible, irrelevant, and as 
such, too often strips of us of our humanity. I have 
seen students who every teacher in our school 
has had difficulty engaging, fully immersed in the 
process of discussing, writing, and sharing poetry 

I have witnessed a tangible increase in my 
students’ sense of their own creative potentials 
through brainstorming, production and revision 
of masterful and insightful student pieces that are 
expressive of powerful personal experiences. 

making their personal expression and healing a 
springboard for academic, spoken word, and 
even media production, has now become a model 
for my instruction.

WHAT OUR YOUTH HAVE TO SAYWHAT OUR TEACHERS HAVE TO SAY

Click here to check out Street Poets impact live.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmnhD5LW22g


Writing Workshops
Street Poets’ poetry workshops inspire youth 
to tell their stories, to explore their gifts and 
wounds, to develop their authentic voices 
through writing and to dream. Workshops 
include a wide range of writing exercises, 
poetic text analysis, guided meditations, 
and facilitated dialogue around themes 
pertinent to our students’ lives.

This year, Street Poets led a series of 
intensive writing workshops in 8 Los 
Angeles High Schools, 3 L.A. 
County Probation Camps, and 1 
Compton Elementary School, serving 
approximately 500 youth.

Click here to check out where Street Poets 

workshops first started. A look at our 

20th anniversary return to Camp Miller.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vAElxeMnRdo


Poetry Performances
Street Poets’ violence prevention poetry group, composed of workshop alumni and staff, 
performs at schools, youth justice & peace conferences and juvenile detention facilities 
throughout Los Angeles County and beyond. 

We conducted one-time performances and workshops at over 20 additional school and 
community sites including the Kroc Institute for Justice & Peace in San Diego and all three 
L.A. County Juvenile Halls, reaching an additional 1,500 youth.



Recording Studio

spoken-word poetry and music annually. We hold a 

students gather to write, record and connect with 
each other. In the process, students learn about digital 
recording technology and participate in one-on-one 
creative mentoring sessions with our staff.

9th annual recording 
project, a CD compilation of original spoken-word 
poetry and music entitled “The Offering.”

Leadership Academy
The Leadership Academy offers an opportunity for 
our most engaged youth to further develop their 
talents and organizing skills. Leadership students are 

while going on cultural and wilderness field trips 
and retreats to stimulate and inspire their 
creativity and personal growth.



Seeking Peace Circle
write, 

breathe and dream together.
with rotating themes and facilitators – open to all!

We facilitated 100 hours of community meditation and 

soul-searching in a multi-generational writing circle.

Open-Mic Events
brings together 

different racial, ethnic and socio-economic segments of the 
city.

sites throughout Los Angeles. 

8 community open-mic events

found in darkness.



“Street Poets Presents” Reading Series
brings together 

nationally known poets and spoken word artists with our Street Poets 
community.
session, and a follow-up workshop with the poet at one of our school sites.

PAST PARTICIPANTS INCLUDE:
KRS-One, Jimmy Santiago Baca, Luis J. Rodriguez,

Natalie Diaz, Willie Perdomo, Jericho Brown, Mindy Nettifee, Beau Sia



Poetry in Motion Van 

to help us deliver poetic medicine directly to the streets and communities where it is needed 
most. This street vehicle inspires creative community wherever it goes, empowering people 
of all ages and backgrounds to express themselves on the page and on the mic. We have 
reached a total of 10,000 individuals and made over 250 stops since we launched the 

th summer bringing 
poetry open-mics and performances 
to L.A.’s public parks and housing 
projects as part of the City-sponsored 

Click here to see our Poetry in Motion Van in action.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPSvmcoOwyM


Rites of Passage Retreats

 
and girls (separately), as well as a homecoming open-mic celebration upon their 
return to the city. 



FAVIO LOVOS

months, he has blossomed into a vital ambassador for our work in the 

international gathering of youth in Wales. “When the plane touched down 
in London, it felt like I’d landed on another planet, the way people talked 
and drove on the wrong side of the road,” Favio remembers. “But when I 
met the other kids out in Wales, I realized that we’re not as different 
as I thought, and that I had something important to offer 
there through my poetry and my story.” Favio’s story will continue 
in college next year, but in the meantime, he remains a powerful leader 

like watching a rainbow gradually 
appear over the ‘hood, until it’s impossible to turn away. He 
is a radiant, inspirational being.”

YOUTH SPOTLIGHT



MAYDA DEL VALLE

“As a girl growing up on the south side of Chicago, I found my voice as a poet 
and person through my involvement with a community organization a lot like 

“So I’m 
doing my best to give back to our youth what was once given to 
me.”

being an incredible source of inspiration and emotional support for our 

our ongoing program and curriculum development. “We are blessed to have 

Henrikson. “She understands the transformational healing depth of 
this work, from the inside out.” 

staff SPOTLIGHT

Click here to check out Mayda performing at the White House.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCZTlXb4w3Y


Collaborators

97%
97% of probation officers who participated in our  

arts-based intervention training said they would 

recommend the training to their colleagues.

ARTS FOR INCARCERATED
YOUTH NETWORK
Street Poets Inc.
Inside Out Writers
The Unusual Suspects
The Armory Center for the Arts
CEE-Hope
WriteGirl
Rhythm Arts Alliance
Ma^�:\mhk�l�@Zg`�Ikblhg�Ikhc^\m
Artworx
Jail Guitar Doors

OTHER PARTNERS
Homeboy Industries
Inner-City Arts

ROOTS RISING 
COLLABORATIVE
Street Poets Inc.
Youth Mentoring
Rhythm Arts Alliance
Wolf Connection
Western Gate Roots & Wings
Center for Council

In a desire to share all that we’ve learned over the 
years, and to expand our impact beyond the youth 
we serve directly, Street Poets has become 
one of the most highly collaborative 
organizations in Los Angeles. In recent years, 
we’ve helped to spearhead the formation of the Arts 

Collaborative to deepen our impact on the culture of 
our city, on our youth, and on the educational and 
probation systems intended to serve them.

This year, Street Poets led arts-based 

intervention trainings for 120 L.A. County 

Probation officers in collaboration with the 

Arts for Incarcerated Youth Network. 



BEYOND LA

While 95% of our work is local, Street Poets 
has traveled by invitation to the following 
locations to perform and teach since 1995

Belize

Colorado

India

Germany

Hungary

Kenya

Wales

Teaching artists, Frank Escamilla, Art Quiros and Jaynese Poole returned to 

Sweden to facilitate writing and dance workshops, an open-mic performance 

and a community healing ritual in support of the Youth Initiative Program (YIP), 

an international gathering of young adult change-makers.



INCOME ALLOCATION

FINANCIAL REPORT

REVENUE

REVENUE: $610,000

EXPENSES: $578,000

72%

16%

12%

69% 10%

4%

17%



Los Angeles Cleantech Incubator

board of 
directors



$100,000 +
The Annenberg Foundation  
(Explore.org)

$50,000 to $99,999
California Community Foundation  
(PAT Initiative)

$20,000 to $49,999
Bloomberg Philanthropies
California Arts Council
Carl & Roberta Deutsch Foundation
Christopher Henrikson & Susannah Grant
Dwight Stuart Youth Fund
Kalliopeia Foundation
National Endowment for The Arts (NEA)
The Green Foundation
WME Foundation

$10,000 to $19,999
CAA Foundation
City of LA Dept. of Cultural Affairs (DCA)
Crail-Johnson Foundation
Katherine & Alan Fragen
Kristi Springer & Robert Perrin
Loren Montgomery & Dylan Clark
Los Angeles County Arts Commission

$5,000 to $9,999
Alan & Pamela Henrikson
Dan & Diana Attias
International House of  
Blues Forward Foundation
JJ Abrams & Katie McGrath
Michelle Ashford & Greg Walker
Sarah Timberman & Ed Redlich
Violence Prevention Coalition (VPC)

$1,000 to $4,999
Adam & Karen Berkowitz
Alison Tatlock
Ari Greenburg
Capitol Group
Caroline Fitzgibbons
Cheryl Tebo
Clark Gregg & Jennifer Grey
Claudine Joseph
DO Lectures USA 
Francine Champagne & Tony Wootton 
Frank J. & Carol O. Biondi
Gregg Renfrew & Mark Hancock
Heath Slane
Jack & Hilary Angelo
Janet Shaw
Jeffrey & Amy Silverman
Jewish Community Foundation
Joan K. & Aaron Kramer
John & Jody Lewis
Julie & Mark Young
Marisa Kish & Justin Heimberg
Neal Anderson
NOLA Foundation
Norman Gilmore
Raymond M. Loewy
Ricardo Torres
Scott Stedman
Sean Scott
Shelley Clark
Shelly I. Tochluk
Squid & Squash Foundation
Susan & Neal Ryan
The Barrall Family 
The California Endowment
Charitable Fund

The Cowles Charitable Trust
The John P. Densmore Living Trust
United Neighborhoods
Winnie Holzman & Paul Dooley

$500 to $999
Anya Epstein & Daniel Futterman
Benito & Lizzie Moyer
Boston Foundation
Brenda & Tom Freiberg
Brian & Jill Glennon
Carol Fragen
Charity McNabb
Christopher Keyser & Susan Sprung
D. Bradley Clements 
Dana Stevens
David & Christina Shane
David Schindler & Carol Johnson
Don Flood 
Dr. Carole Berotte-Joseph
Fidelity Charitable Gif Fund
Jamie Wine & David Simonds
Jennifer Jung
Jill & Bob Bronstein
Jim Arnone & Curtis Cox
Jo Cho & Sonny Astani
K. Marissa Washington
Kai Cole 
Karl Gajdusek
Laura Dern
Leslie Neale 
Linda Carlson
Lisa Melamed
Lucas Goettsche
Madison Moss
Mary Barrett

 
(and beyond) as they discover their voices and work towards positive change in their lives. 

METAPHORS BE WITH YOU!

thank you



Neale Family Foundation 
Richard Crawford
Risa Gertner
Roxana Badin
Susan Shepard
The Miami Foundation
Tony LoRe
Violence Prevention Coalition (VPC)
Wachter Family Foundation

$250 to $499
Abby Kadell
Alexandra Rockwell & David Kissinger
Alicia Silka
Allen Clark
Ann Diedrich
Ann Dreifort
Ariel Freytag
Bob Smiland
Bob & Val Montgomery 
Boris Krutonog 
Caroline Paul 
Cashmere Agency
Catherine & David Stockwell
Chad Fischer 
Christine S. Cuddy
Christy & Michael Lowe 
Christy Schnabel
Damon & Lindy Fischer
Dana Stevens 
Daniel Parker
Delia Ephron & Jerome Kass 
Doug Atchison
Dr. Chenjerai & Saadiqa Kumanyika
Dr. Tudor Marinescu
Elizabeth Lynch & Jack Hartley
Erick Herring
Frances Tamaarki
Gail Lyon & Bernard Markowitz
Gary & Lisa Foster
Harry Zinn

James Clemente
Jeff & Lisa Smith
Jeffrey Krivis
Jenifer Grant & Ron Noe 
Jennifer Hung
Joan & Harvey Rochman
Jolie Jashni
Just Give 
Kathie DeShaw
Katie & Mark Mullen
Leah Chasen
Leo Marmol
Leslie H. Helmer
Lissa Zwahlen Thoeny
Liza Chasin
Lucas & Elisabet Spaulding
Mahtab Hakim
Maria Striar
Mark Goodstein
Melanie Blunschi
Michael Ravitch & Daniel Hurewitz 
Moye Thompson & Doug Suisman
Nancy & Steve Lovett
Peri & Ignacio Arenas
R.J. Cutler
Rafe Greenlee
Raphael Benjamin Simon
Rochelle Tepper
Rona Mercado
Stephanie Goldstine
Stephen Clark
Stephen Grynberg & Susan Winfield
Steve & Tracy Pollard
Susan Guglielmino
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation 
Theodore Shapiro 
Veronica & Doug Whithorne
Wally Wolodarsky & Maya Forbes
Will & Aline Brosh McKenna
William Ray
Zack Estrin

$100 to $249
Abby Wolf-Weiss & Daniel Weiss
Alan Rosenbach, M.D.
Alan Soltman 
Alexis Spencer-Byers
Allen Coulter
Andra Brosh
Angela Ocone
April Webb
Arrowyn Ambrose
Bettina Duncan
Bob & Elizabeth Stevens
Brian & Mae Appel
Brooklyn Weaver
Cade Anderson
Caity & Lee Burrows
Cara Miller
Catherine & David Stockwell 
Cheryl Laughlin
Chris & Lisa Viscardi
Christen Carter
Claudia Weill & Walter Teller
Constance Freiberg
Cynthia Sue & Barry Smith 
David K Brooks & Kate Gilmore
Dennis Ellis
Diane Lane
Donna and Jim Hazlett
Douglas Smooke
Elena Baca
Elizabeth & Chris Bredrup
Emily Steffian & Daniel J. Kamil
Emily Whitesell & William Sind
Erin Hiley 
Eva Kolodner & Eliza Byrd
Guy Logan
Gwendolyn Grant
Harriet & Richard Orkand
Holly Harold
Hugh Soo
Ira Silverberg 

THANK YOU continued



Jack & Carolyn Anderson
James & Harriet Perrin
Joan Reese
Jodi Baskerville
John P. Grant
John Prosky
Jona Frank
Jordan Roter
Joshua Goldstine
Kate Wolf
Kesa Kivel
Kevin Ehrhart
Laura Innes & David Brisbin 
Laura & Wesley Hein
Lisa Guzman
Lisa Hackner
Lisa Krakow 
Lisa Zwerling
Marie & Ben Montanez 
Mark Murphy
Marla Mayer
Mary Sanders Korsan & Thomas D. 
Korsan
Maya & Steven Richards
Megan Carlson & James Chapman
Megan Dodds
Michael Hellwig
Miles Clark
Mimi Polk Gitlin
Momita Sen Gupta 
Nancy Cotton & John Given
Nancy Hower
P.K. Simonds &Beth Colt
Pagan George & Bahni Turpin
Patricia Britt
Patricia & Dana Torrey
Peter Gilhuly 
Peter & Sherri Sawaya
P. F. Bresee Foundation
Ralph & Jessica Pezzullo 
Romel Pascual
Scott & Debbie Alexander

Seth Williams
Simon Beardmore
Smrithi Narayan
Sris Sinnathamby
Stephanie Allen
Stevin Groth 
Susan & Scott Johnson
Susan Cohen
Susan Reiner
Sydney Feeney
Tom Bezucha
Tom & Karen Melican 
Tom Fontana
Tom Schey
Vera Blasi Smith
Wendy & Steve Bowers

$10 to $99
Amazon Smile Foundation
Amy & Eddie Mueller
Amy Reisenbach
Audrey Williams 
Barry R. & Elinor Schimel
Benjamin Bragg
Brahmashakti Fudail
Brian M. Austria
Byron Johnson
Caleb Buchbinder
Cara Hackbart 
Curro Cachinero Cachinero 
Darry Logan
Dean Widenmann
Derek Rodgers
Drew Lucas 
Eileen McDermott
Elizabeth & Steven Argila
Eloisa M. Delaurentis
Eric Tu 
Erin Hiley
Eva Bloomfield
Fairbourne Frye

Fion Wang
Frances & Daniel Givelber
Garret Williams & Alison Herschberg
James Monahan 
Jiandan JD Payza 
John Lehr
Jorge Nunez
Joyce Muraoka 
Julie Amalfi 
Julia Nixon
Kate Strauss Long
Katy Henrikson
Katherine & Jess Tatlock
Kenneth R. Brook
Lili C. Buyers 
Linda M. Aldous
Marc Hartman
Maria Ornelas & Brian Rasnow
Mark Schwartz
Melissa & Chris Pace
Melissa De La Cruz
Mia Eden
Mike Wartman 
Myra Elliott
Paco-Michelle Atwood
Paul Karp
Prabhneek Heer
Raynold and Karin Gideon
Rick Nakashita
Rita Luevanos-Castro
Robin Schiff
Seth Weiner
Susan N. Block
Taylor Maxie 
Theodore Shapiro
Troy Thomas 
William Szczuka

THANK YOU continued



of poetry and music to save lives, create 
community and transform culture.

in the lives of at-risk and incarcerated 
youth, awakening them to their gifts.

bringing youth, adults and elders 
of diverse backgrounds into deep 
transformational relationship.

with other organizations and 
communities to inspire both individual 
and systemic change, transforming our 
culture from one too often driven by fear 
to one that celebrates healing and the 
creative process.

by Gali Briones

It all began in my neighborhood oasis

A river of lights flowing beneath my feet

A beautiful thing - if you ask me
And my river roars
Louder than the sound of a thousand horses galloping on their way 
Or it can be still - depending on the time of day
Blanketed on both sides by vines and bushes
Like patches of green sky in the middle of an asphalt storm
I found a home here
A place to clear my mind 
Just a skanky bridge in most people’s eyes 
But I’m a poet, I can see creation bloom 
A new piece every other day
On this bridge booming with noise 
A different type of attention needs to be paid

Let your senses trade position
For a minute, then spin it
As the years went by, the neon names became inscriptions
A character here or there 
And now there’s a full scene depicted
To most it’s still a skanky bridge
But this is my place to find clues on how to live
Where my muses love to give
To let the gears turn
To learn

Where I can see what I need to be
Looking to the east I witness the sun 

Where my soul was sprung ... free
Unleashed, shown a world beyond my own 
Blessed with some tools to walk this new path I’m on

Gave me faith in that path 

As long as we truly believe in what we’re fighting for 
It may take time and work and pain 

But making it through as the truest you
That, my friends, is where the real test lies
That, my friends, is what I’m here to try
To do before I die 
And I figured it out at my river oasis

Los Angeles, CA 90018

info@streetpoets.com
streetpoetsinc.com

our mission Your Road, My River 


